THE KOTVAS FAMILY

Missionaries to the Deaf and Hearing — Peru, South America & Beyond

Sending Church: Emmanuel Baptist Church — 1819 Hill Ave. Ft. Myers, FL 33901 — (239) 936-4252 — Pastor Bob Ossewaarde

Dear Friends and Family,

A Song of degrees of David. | was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the LORD. 2 Our feet shall stand within
thy gates, O Jerusalem. 3 Jerusalem is builded as a city that is
compact together: 4 Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the
LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of
the LORD. 5 For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of
the house of David. 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall
prosper that love thee. 7 Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity
within thy palaces. 8 For my brethren and companions' sakes, |
will now say, Peace be within thee. 9 Because of the house of the
LORD our God | will seek thy good. - Psalms 122:1-9

These have been interesting times for all of us, especially here in
Peru. COVID-19 has brought a multitude of challenges, and political
turmoil has run rampant not only in the U.S. but also here in Peru,
where this month the congress impeached the president,
pressured the resignation of the following president after 5 days,
and selected a new caretaker president until next year’s election.

All of this has had a direct impact on Peru. However, there is some
wonderful news for us, as we can now have services at church,
albeit with strict protection protocols in force.

Ministry News

On Sunday, November 15, we rejoiced and worshipped God
together in person for the first time in over 8 months, and we
enjoyed the same joy as David did those thousands of years ago:
We were glad when they said unto us, let us go into the house of
the LORD! We had three services, one for our mission church in
Tablada that is without a building, one for our Deaf, and one for
our hearing and Deaf.

Altogether, we ministered to over 200
who came out to the services, in
addition to those who could not be
there in person and instead joined us
online.

One of the blessings is that JJ, my
grandson, was baptized as well on this
wonderful day.

We also continue to distribute food supplies to those in need as we
are able. Thank you to our supporting churches and friends who
have helped in this vital ministry during this time.
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| was just back in the U.S. for care from the VA Clinic, which | will
share below. However, while there, | had the blessed opportunity
to report to several of our supporting churches and preach a
Mission Conference for the Deaf Department of Falls Baptist
Church in WI. What a great blessing and encouragement that was.

At Efata, we are still battling the city over the taxes. Continue to
pray that God will give us wisdom in so many decisions that will
impact our overall ministry here in Peru as a result of the many
changes we are facing here with the school, home, and overall
ministry. We have some really exciting plans and are looking for
clear leading from the Lord.

We rejoice that souls have been saved and several baptized during
these past few months. We even celebrated a wedding for a
couple in the church.

At the end of November, our church will be hosting the first-ever
International Independent Baptist Deaf Preachers Conference
online. We have well over 20 deaf pastors, hearing pastors to the
Deaf, and missionaries from around the world who will be
preaching and encouraging one another. Pray that God will use this
conference in a mighty way to strengthen and encourage those
who work with the Deaf as well as the Deaf themselves.

Family News

Our family is in good health and those of us who had COVID have
fully recovered.

Regarding my VA appointments for my back and other needs, | had
X-rays and an MRI for pain in my lower back and upper body with
tingling and pain with numbness in my arms. | will need to return
in January for physical therapy for my lower back and further care
and analysis for my upper issues as well as my normal yearly check-
up. Apart from that, all is well.

While in the States, our 10th grandchild was born to Julianne and
Frank. Her name is Katlyn Joy. | was also able to see my 8th
grandchild, Jimmy, born to James and Ann. That makes ten
grandchildren so far, three of whom were born this year.

Jared and Judson are well in their respective duty stations and
services. Joy is practically finished with high school and is now
preparing for Bible college for next year.

Prayers and Thanks

Again, thank you all for your prayers, support, and care for our
family and ministry during this unique time. We are honored to
partner with all of you in missions as we continue to serve the
Lord.

Blessings,

Bro. Joe & Lisa,
Joy, John, Joel, Jessica, and Jennifer

jkotvas@efata.org (813) 675-4879




